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“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.”  Pope Francis

St. Martha Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdatlene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic
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FORWARD

VOCATION PRAYER CONTEST 
St. Martha Catholic School is partnering with Serra to 
promote vocations by conducting the Vocation Prayer 
Contest sponsored by our club.  Jim and Jennifer Stevens 
are working to arrange this event.   
Students will create a prayer to promote vocations and we, the 
Serra Club, will coordinate, judge, and supply awards. We expect that the school will 
start the contest sometime next week. It will end near the end of  March.  We need 
volunteers for a variety of  tasks.  If  you can help, please contact Jim at 
jim.r.stevens.jr@gmail.com.    
See page 6 for more details.

Adoration By Candlelight 
In lieu of  our March 25 meeting we are fortunate 
to have the opportunity to attend an initiative 
begun by Father Richard, Adoration by 
Candlelight.  This event is offered at St. Mary’s 
Seminary every 4th Monday of  the month at 
7:00 p.m.  As we know, this day/time is the 
same as our monthly meeting, and so that we 
can experience this event, we are not having 

our meeting at Italiano’s, but instead will meet at 
St. Mary’s.  Details will be coming regarding carpooling and dinner 

Be sure to not miss the February 25 meeting at Italiano’s.  We are excited to hear 
Pre-Postulant Christina Ann Girau, daughter of  a Serra member, Rita Girau.

Time to Nominate new board members!  Please send Doug, 
dougrdo@gmail.com, your nomination for:  President Elect, VP of 

mailto:dougrdo@gmail.com
mailto:dougrdo@gmail.com
mailto:jim.r.stevens.jr@gmail.com
mailto:jim.r.stevens.jr@gmail.com
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MONTHLY  MEETING 
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship 

Guest speaker, Father Charles Johnson, O.P., was a most informative speaker.  He spoke 
to us regarding his own journey to priesthood, as well as the history of  the Dominican 
Order.  Father Charlie is currently the Director at the University of  Houston Catholic 
Center, but his career as a priest is quite varied.  He has been Director of  Vocations for 
the St. Martin de Porres Province of  the Dominican Order and  Catholic Chaplain at 
Tulane University.  Prior to these assignments much of  his ministry was serving the 
people of  Latin America.    
Father Charlie told us of  his early introduction to his faith journey.  His pastor, Father 
Shea, was a good shepherd, perhaps not a good homilist, but it was clear he loved his 
people and was attuned to their needs.  Father Charlie’s road to priesthood was not a 

direct route, but had some detours.  He joined the seminary, then left to serve in a ministry in Guatemala as a lay 
minister.   All the time, there was a voice that kept calling him to say, “Yes”.   He knew to be a Diocesan  priest 
was not right for him for he needed a community, and so he chose the Dominican Order of  Preachers.  This 
order was founded in 1216 and its goal was to preach the gospel and give people 
the truth.   Motto and Mission is: Praise, Bless and Preach.  
Father Charlie shared an interesting story telling how the Dominican name 
was chosen.  St. Dominic’s mother had a dream when she was pregnant with 
St. Dominic.  In the dream she saw that her child would be like a barking dog 
with a torch.   And so, Dominus = Lord and Canis = dog, the Dominicans are 
hounds of  the lord; dogs bark to ward off  danger and also to welcome their 
master home. Note the dog in the slide. 

Saint Thomas Aquinas OP, said the role of  the priest was to know, seek, live, 
and preach the truth.   

Saint Dominic was in heaven and sad, 
began the story by Father Charlie.  
Why was he sad?  He could not find 
any Dominicans in Heaven.  He was 
taken to the blessed Mother and she 
opened her mantle to show him the 
Dominicans.  Beautiful artist 

rendering shown in this slide. 

The 
Dominicans, continued 
Father, is the use the Democratic Process to 
choose their leaders.  A leader is chosen to serve for 9 years.   

Father concluded his talk by sharing information about his 
current role as Chaplin at U of  H.  College is the time that 
young people either leave the church or their faith catches 
on fire.  We must evangelize and encourage these youths. 
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Message from Our President 

A Message from the President 

As Catholics our love and gratitude for the Eucharist creates in us a respect 
for how God comes to us in the human form of  priests and religious. We 
recognize that good and holy priests play a significant role in the growth of  
our personal call to holiness. Acknowledging the important gifts that we 
receive from God’s chosen men and women is one thing but, as Serrans we 
are called to do more than receive. We are called to participate in the tilling 
of  the soil, to create a culture that promotes and supports those who are 

receiving and answering God’s call. As Serrans we are called to be a contributing part of  a 
culture of  appreciation and promotion. This begins in our own homes where our love of  our 
faith influences and nurtures future generations of  Catholics. By actively pursing our own 
relationship with God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, we can teach and model the fruits of  
knowing and loving our Creator. We are called to take this Spirit of  Holiness into our parishes 
and communities, looking for and indeed making opportunities to cultivate a receptivity to the 
Word of  God. So the challenge is this, do the small things that bring Christ into another’s life 
well and often. Create a personal and parish culture that fosters knowing and loving Christ in a 
deep and intimate way. For it is our responsibility to care of  the soil where God plants and 
nurtures His seeds of  vocations. 
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MONTHLY  MEETING 
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship 

Jim shared information 
regarding the Vocation Prayer 
Contest.
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MONTHLY  MEETING 
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship 
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N E W S W O R T H Y

YOU HAVE SPOKEN 

After the vote at the January meeting, the 
winner is  

ALWAYS FORWARD!

1. Volunteers for a judging committee —  3 to 5 people.  Students must submit entries by early 
March.  Judging will take place after submissions — This may be during the spring break 
period, so we need people who will be available.  Someone on the judging committee may 
have to take charge to see that the committee meets and generates results. 

2. Volunteers to verify the spelling of  each student’s name for printing on a certificate.  (We 
can expect some school assistance on this.) Dates to be determined. 

3. Volunteers to help with the formatting and printing of  certificates. We may have to divide 
this task up between several people if  we get a lot of  entries.  The club will provide the 
template(s) and paper for printing. 

4. Volunteers to collate the printed certificates by grade and classroom and b) organize/
associate the printed certificates with any additional recognition we might be able to 
provide.  Ideally we would like to place the certificates in certificate holders and provide 
each student with an additional token of  our appreciation such as a religious medal, a 
prayer card or bookmark.  What we might be able to provide in the way of  additional 
recognition depends on how many students participate and our budget for the event.  The 
Student Prayer Contest Recognition is tentatively scheduled for the end of  March, possibly 
March 27, after the school mass, so this work needs to be done before that date.  

5. Volunteers to provide help, if  required, at the School Assembly, possibly March 27.  If  our 
help is not required we can just be there to show our appreciation to the students. 

VOCATION PRAYER CONTEST NEEDS 
Can you help?   Contact Jim or Jennifer Stevens   jim.r.stevens.jr@gmail.com.  Dates are not 

definite at this time, but will be forthcoming.  At some point, we hope to add St. Mary 
Magdalene Catholic School and also our Homeschooling students.  

mailto:jim.r.stevens.jr@gmail.com
mailto:jim.r.stevens.jr@gmail.com
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A r o u n d  t h e  D i o c e s e

VOCATIONS IS A GOD-GIVEN DESIRE, NOT A 
FORCED ONE 

“Vocation is born of  a God-given desire.  It’s a 
desire that starts out in the Father’s heart, and it 
becomes our desire when He shares it with us.”  
These two sentences begin Father McNeillie’s 
article in the January 29 issue of  the Catholic 
Herald.   
The article continues to remind us that we may 
want someone to be a religious, but God must want 
them also.  The best a family can do is to expose 
them to the different vocations and help them sort 
out what’s in their heart. 

“With vocations, telling someone that 
they would make a great priest or 
sister is a good thing.  Often young 
people need affirmation and 
encouragement to pursue their 
dreams.  But repeating that comment 
every month, or worse, telling them 

that they should be a priest or sister is a 
bad idea,” continues Father Richard.  “It doesn’t 
help to put our desires in their hearts.  In the end, 
having our Creator put His desires in our heart is a 
real treasure.  Helping others discover that treasure 
might be real work, but it’s worth it.”

VOCATION EXPO 

January 26, several members attended the Vocation Expo at St. Mary’s Seminary.  The 
day began with Mass celebrated by Father Richard.   President Melia Reed was one of  
the presenters who gave talks regarding Serra and their role in encouraging vocations.
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For more information about the Serra Club Northeast of  Houston, please contact, President, Melia Reed, 
meliareed5303@gmail.com.   
To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra information, please contact Newsletter Editor,      
Mary Lou Purello, marylou0038@icloud.com. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS 

After 8:30 a.m. daily Mass, Adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament, displayed until 9:00 p.m. at St. Mary 
Magdalene in Humble, and also at St. Philip the Apostle in Huffman, after the 8:30 Mass each Friday. 
Tues. Feb. 12 Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 7:00 p.m. Mass at St. Martha 
Thurs. Feb. 14 Saint Valentine 
Friday, Feb. 8 Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 8:30 Mass at St. Martha 
Thurs. Feb. 21, , Mass at St. John of  the Cross, 8:30 a.m., 20000 TX-494 Loop, New Caney. 
Monday,  Feb. 25,  Serra Monthly meeting at Italiano’s, 6:30 p.m. 

1 - Melia Reed 
2 -Deacon Al O’Brien, St. Martha  
10 - Gelly Estess 
10- MaryBeth Philipp 
12 - Father Linh Nguyen, St. John of the Cross 
18 - Deacon Rick Simon, St. Mary Magdalene 
19 - Doug Reed 
26 - Msgr. Chester Borski, St. Mary’s Seminary 

 Deacon Guy Puglia, St. Martha, Feb. 12, 2011 
Deacon Al O’Brien, St. Martha, Feb. 25, 1984

February Anniversaries of 
Ordination February Birthdays

Mark Your Calendars

mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com


Page ���  of ���9 11

Serran Prayer for Vocations 
O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the 
saints, an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for 
souls through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, 
God forever and ever.  

Amen.

Serrans Called to Holiness

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily.   Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

As Serrans, we have responsibilities that include our own Call to Holiness.  This writing, The Priest is 
Not His Own, by Bishop Fulton Sheen is one of  our requirements. Since Christ was Sacerdos-Victima, priests must also be 
victims		 	 	 	 	 	 	 Excerpts 7 - 12 of  17.

7: The Spirit of  Poverty 
Poverty is not an economic but a spiritual condition. Poverty of  spirit is based on 
the example of  Christ (2 Cor 8:9). His poverty was voluntary. 
“The Catholic priest ought to be remarkable for his detachment from 
worldly things…” ~ Pius XI 
The poorer in spirit you become, the richer in Christ you become. 
Poverty of  spirit does not begin with an act of  the will to do with less; it begins 
with the Spirit of  Christ in us. External poverty follows the internal. Indifference 

to the accumulation of  possessions follows zeal for Christ. The greater the concern 
with material things, the less is the dedication to the Spirit (126). 
3 aspects of  priestly poverty can be distinguished. In the priest’s personal life, poverty directs him to limit 
himself  to the strict necessity. In his apostolate, poverty of  spirit inspires him to use spiritual means to attain his 
apostolic goals. In his use of  resources, poverty obliges him to count only on God (126-7). 
The priest must seek in particular a spirit of  poverty in regard to time and self-satisfaction… Siesta time is not sacred; the day off  is 
not sacred. These legitimate recreations are expendable if  a soul can be saved (128). 
The lazy priest always has less time than the zealous priest because the former is thinking in terms of  the interruptions to his leisure, 
while the latter is seeking the opportunity to be another Christ. The priest’s time is not his own; it is Our Lord’s (128). 
The virtue of  poverty is too rich in content to be limited to money (129). 
The poverty of  self-satisfaction – There is no such thing in priestly spirituality as being satisfied because we 
have done our duty… The less there is of  self-satisfaction, the more zeal there is in Christ’s service… When we 
think of  all the Lord has done for us, we can never do enough… We are worthless servants when we have done 
our best… To our Redeemer alone belongs the merit and glory of  our services; to us belongs nothing but the 
gratitude and humility of  being pardoned rebels (131). 
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8: The Spirit and Preaching and Praying 
Preaching is not the act of  giving a sermon; it is the art of  making a preacher. The preacher then becomes 
the sermon (132). 
The absence of  an inner spiritual life makes sermonizing dull, stale, flat and unprofitable… Trafficking with the Word of  God 
one Sunday after another without prayer and preparation does not leave a priest the same; it leaves him worse… The priest who 
has not kept near the fires of  the tabernacle can strike no sparks from the pulpit (133). 
How much more our words would burn as we preach if  we prepared our sermons before the Eucharistic Lord; if  our meditation 
each morning was on the subject of  next Sunday’s sermon; if, before preaching, we prayed for five minutes to the Holy Spirit for 
Pentecostal fire; if  we kept the Scriptures ever open near us, that we might gird ourselves with their truth when mounting the 
pulpit! (134) 
The most important subject for sermons is repentance. Why? Because it is the first act of  a soul that turns 
back to God, the first stroke that severs sin from the heart (136). 
3 kinds of  prayers in the Spirit should be of  special concern to every priest: 
1. His unsaid prayers – the role of  the Holy Spirit in guiding and illuminating what we should really 

pray for. 
2. His prayers made up of  crosses – The priest devoted to the Spirit knows that the Spirit has 

prepared him for his crosses. The priest will never complain if  he sees that the Spirit is the author 
of  his trials (142). Once we understand that all trials come from the Lord, those lose their 
bitterness, and our heart is at peace. 

3. His breviary – “If  laborare est orare,  then is it not sometimes true of  the breviary that orare est 
laborare?” (144). The breviary is not a personal prayer; it is an official prayer and therefore is 
weighted down “with the burden of  the Churches.” And until we realize that we are vocalizing the 
prayer of  the Church, will we understand both its beauty and its burden? (145) “If  the breviary be 
approached as a work, as a wrestling with God, as an intercession on the cross, as something 
intended to bring us not consolation but struggle, we shall eventually learn to enjoy the battle and 
turn it to the glory of  God” (145). Aids to the breviary: (1) Pray it in the presence of  the Blessed 
Sacrament, (2) Connect psalms to today (suffering to Church, kingly psalms to Christ, etc), (3) 
Often appeal to the Holy Spirit during the recitation, (4) Offer certain hours for specific intentions, 
(5) Don’t do anything else while praying it. 

9: The Spirit and Counseling 
The concern of  the priest as a counselor is solely with those souls who do not belong in the domain of  
medicine and psychiatry. However, this does not restrict him to the care of  normal souls, for those who are 
abnormal because of  a denial of  guilt fall equally under his jurisdiction. It is the task of  the priest, and he 
enjoys the power of  the Spirit, to regenerate and progressively remold all such souls into the divine image 
(149). 
The aim of  all counseling is to move the person from the realm of  the flesh to the realm of  the Spirit (see 
Romans 8:5) (149). 
The best guides of  souls are saintly priests and priests who have suffered in union with Christ (152). 
Priestly counseling is basically the application of  Redemption to the individual (153). 
Conscience is always enlightened when sin is seen as hurting someone we love (155). 
Close, intimate, personal contact with affliction and grief  is the key to counseling in the Spirit… Counseling 
is touching where there is disease or misfortune; it is not the simple giving of  advice (160). 
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10: The Priest as Simon and Peter 
No other Apostle arouses so much sympathy in the priest’s heart as Peter. He seems very close to each of  us in his 
conflicts and emotions, his strength and his weakness, his resolve to be heroic and his disastrous failure to live up to his 
aspiration (162). 
Like Peter, every priest has two “natures”: a human nature, which makes him another man, and a priestly nature, which 
makes him another Christ (162). 
It is significant that the first one chosen by Jesus to be a Christian priest was given a new name to represent his new 
character. He did not, however, lose his old name. Instead, he now had two names. He was, at one and the same time, 
Simon and Peter. Simon was his natural name; Peter was his vocation. As Simon, he was the son of  Jona. As Peter, he 
was the priest of  the Son of  God. Peter never entirely got rid of  Simon. But once called, Simon never ceased to be 
Peter. Sometimes it is Simon that rules; at other times, it is Peter (163). 
In every priest, either Simon has the mastery or Peter (165). 
The turning point in the spiritual life of  a priest is not only his vocation, his calling. It is also that moment when he 
becomes obedient to the Spirit. This is a kind of  second ordination. 
Peter and Judas – “Every bad priest is close to being a good one; every good priest is in danger of  being a bad one. The 
line between sanctity and sin is a fine one.” 
Steps in the fall of  a priest: 
1. Neglect of  prayer – Simon Peter’s sleeping in the Garden (Mark 14:37). “The constant giving out of  self  needs 

replenishing from above. As channels through which the waters of  life pass to the people, the priest must devote 
unceasing care and prayer to keep himself  clean and holy” (176). 

2. Substitution of  actions for prayer – Simon Peter’s sword swinging (John 18:10) represents the priests who 
engage in a “heresy of  action” (Pius XII) and false zeal, neglecting the priest’s primary duty – sanctification of  
self. All labora, but no ora.  

3. Lukewarmness: Giving up mortification – Just as “Peter followed Him at a long distance” (Mt 26:58), so the 
priest has an inner uneasiness about being too close to the Lord (179). 

4. Satisfaction of  creature wants, emotions & comforts – Peter warmed himself  by the fire and chatted with the 
servant girls (Mark 14:54). Once the spirit of  a priest grows cold, the enemies of  Christ – the world, the flesh, 
and the devil – quickly find a way to provide the “fire”, the comfort and the company (183). 

11: The Return to Divine Favor 
Horrible as is this condition, the fall of  the priest, it is not necessarily final. Although Peter denied the “man”, God 
would still love the man, Peter! 
Like Peter, every priest at one time or another gets out of  step with Christ, follows behind, communes with worldly company and secular fires. 
Christ, nevertheless, treats him as He treated Peter. He constantly turns to look upon him… This is the essential point for every follower of  
Christ to keep in mind when he sins – the Lord turns first (187). 
The next lesson Our Lord taught Peter was that love must constitute the basis of  pastoral office (190). The confession 
of  love must precede the bestowing of  authority, for authority without love is tyranny (192).

12: Melchizedek and Bread 
Reasons we are called priests “in the line of  Melchizedek”: 
1. It is eternal, as symbolic of  Christ (Heb 7:3). 
2. Melchizedek is a priest and a king (Gen 14:18). 
3. The “greatness” of  Melchizedek (Gen 14:20) was a foretelling of  the greatness of  Christ (Heb 7:4-8). 
4. Sacramental and unbloody (Gen 14:18). 
5. Our Lord Himself  was of  ancestry distinct from that of  the Levitical priesthood (Heb 7:14-18) 

“The bread of  the Old Testament was thus the presence of  the people before the Lord, but the Bread of  the New Testament is the Presence of  
the Lord before the people” (205). 


